ASERT Special
Education Resource

Please check: https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/
COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx and https://www.pattan.net/Home/Mini-Slideshow-WithImage/COVID-19-Resources-1 as well as your local school district website for the latest
information and resources as this situation continues to evolve.

Schools Closures
■

Since Coronavirus (also called, COVID-19, or novel
coronavirus) is highly contagious, many states are
recommending that people follow “social/physical
distancing” guidelines.

■

As of March 16, 2020, in order to comply with social
distance guidelines, Pennsylvania has ordered the
closure of over 3,000 public schools impacting over
1.7 million students.

■

Schools are moving to online teaching. This is a new
challenge for teachers, families, and students, and all are
doing their best to comply with special education law.

■

School closures are impacting education services for all
students, including students receiving special education.

■

Special education teachers are learning to adapt online
teaching to students receiving special education services by
offering accommodations to this new learning environment.

Know Your Rights – What is a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)?
■

Both the Individuals with Disabilities with Education Act
(IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act guarantee
all children the right to a FAPE.

—

Plans are created to make sure that students are placed
in the least restrictive environment (LRE), appropriately
classified, and are periodically reevaluated.

■

Appropriate can be tricky to define in these unprecedented
times. Both laws allow local school districts a degree
of independence in delivering a FAPE. Under normal
circumstances the Department of Education states that
FAPE will include that:

—

Procedural Safeguards are available to parents/
caregivers to ensure they receive required notices, are
able to review their child’s records, and can question
identification, evaluation, and placement choices a
school makes.

—

Educational services are created to meet individual
instructional needs of every student, as adequately as
for a nondisabled student.

—

Students receiving special education, must be educated
with nondisabled students to the maximum extent
appropriate.

■

Parents/Caregivers must be given the opportunity to
participate with school personnel in developing a 504 plan or
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that offer accommodations
and processes to protect the right to a FAPE for students
receiving special education services.

■

Families and schools should work together to ensure the
proper infrastructure is available to provide an appropriate
online education for students receiving special education
services.

■

Districts may have to work with Intermediate Units and
Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network
(PATTAN) to acquire assistive technology that would enable
accessibility for students receiving special education services.

Impact of Coronavirus
■

■

As learning is moving online, federal law still requires that
students receiving special education services have an equal
opportunity to participate in all school activities. However, the
delivery of a FAPE will assuredly be impacted for all students
as some components of the law cannot be guaranteed
through an online environment.
This means that all online learning needs to be accessible
to all students.
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Response from U.S. Department of Education
■

■

The U.S. Department of Education has put out two key
resources that educators and families should familiarize
themselves with. The first is a questions and answers
document and the other is a supplemental fact sheet.

The supplemental fact sheet states in bold print: “To be clear:
ensuring compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA),† Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
(Section 504), and Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act should not prevent any school from offering educational
programs through distance instruction.”

What Does This Mean for Families and Educators?
■

All children remain entitled to a FAPE, but given the
circumstances surrounding Coronavirus the delivery of
these services may be different than if schools were open.

■

This is an unpredictable time for school administration,
educators, families, and students receiving special
education, and it is likely that there will be initial challenges
as schools move to remote education alternatives.

■

The federal government has clarified that online learning will
not impact compliance with IDEA or the Rehabilitation Act.

■

No specific methods for educators to adapt online lesson
plans for students receiving special education services have
been offered by the federal government.

■

Educators will have to spend additional time modifying
lessons for accessible online teaching.

■

Regular communication between general and special
education teachers to strategize accessible lesson plans
can aid this process.

■

Related services that were once delivered in person may
not be possible under social/physical distancing. Services
such as speech, physical or occupational therapy may be
provided through use of video conferencing technologies.

■

If you feel your child’s education is impacted by school
closures, call your special education supervisor and
proactively talk about what steps can be taken to ensure
FAPE during this time of COVID-19.

■

Work together as a team early on to ensure there are open
lines of communication about what is educationally needed
for your child and what the team will do to ensure a positive
educational experience during this time.

■

IEP and 504 teams should document any issues their child
has accessing their instruction and services.

■

Communicate with your team and work with your school
district to meet the individual needs of your child. If these
services cannot be delivered remotely, speak to your
district about alternative ways your child’s education can
be provided to recoup any skills that may be lost during this
absence from instruction or services.

When Will Schools Reopen?
■

The worldwide pandemic is evolving each day.

■

There is no set date for when schools will reopen.
This will continue to be reassessed by the state and
federal government.
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Additional Resources for Families and Educators:
PaTTAN COVID-19 Resources and Supports: https://www.
pattan.net/Supports/Assistive-Technology/COVID-19

Common Sense Media has compiled a list of online learning
resources based on educator recommendations: https://
www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-specialeducation-apps-and-websites

■ Email for Questions: familyengageconnect@pattankop.net
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Guidance and Resources for School
Communities: https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/
safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx

The Council of Administrators of Special Education has created
a list of considerations for special education educators: https://
docs.google.com/document/d/1zEH-ggcHSI7sRQy5IpPEC0Fa
P4Vw5Wm0uUooruNFmrI/preview

The Office of Civil Rights in the Department of Education
has released a short webinar on accessible online teaching:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_content=&utm_
medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_
term=&v=DCMLk4cES6A

The State Educational Technology Directors Association provides
a resource page for educators to plan accessible online learning
lessons with modules and guided instruction: https://www.setda.
org/main-coalitions/elearning/accessibility/

School closures are disrupting routines, which can be extra
difficult for disabled children. This resource offers strategies for
parents/caregivers to communicate the situation to their children:
https://www.autismspeaks.org/science-news/how-handleschool-closures-and-services-your-child-autism
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