Competency Evaluations

A person who is not competent to stand trial should not be convicted of a crime.
In order to ensure that the criminal proceeding is fair, a court may order a

mental health assessment or a competency evaluation be conducted. The
request for an evaluation is arranged through the defense counsel and
competency can be raised during any stage of legal proceedings by a judge,
attorney, prison staff, etc. The trial process is put on hold while the competency
evaluation is conducted.

PHASE: Preliminary Procedures & Adjudication

Purpose of the Competency Evaluation/Assessment
To measure the defendant’s abilities to comprehend and participate in the judicial
process, which include but are not limited to the defendant’s ability to: Points of Intervention:
¢ Understand and process information.
« Communicate sufficiently with defense counsel to assist in the defense.
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e Could result in a lesser sentence
o Mental health treatment could be used in lieu of
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