Types of Guardianship
This resource provides information on the different types of guardianship available
and things to consider when determining the type of guardianship to pursue.

Are all guardianships created equal?
Each person with a disability has his or her own talents and difficulties. With
this in mind, guardianship will vary regarding the sorts of decisions and the
range of decisions considered for each person, as well as the length of time
the guardianship will be in place.
When guardianship is requested, you will need to consider which type of
guardian to apply for. It is also possible for more than one guardian to be
named, with each person having a different set of responsibilities.

What type of decisions does the person need help with?
Guardianship of person considers the health care, living situation, custody, education and training. There
will also be consideration given to any support services they may need as well as social opportunities.
Guardianship of the estate allows for decisions regarding management of the person’s finances.
Guardianship of the person and the estate will include making both medical and financial decisions for the
protected person.

How much help does the person need?
Plenary guardian: This allows the guardian to make almost all the decisions for the person*
Limited guardian: With this choice, the judge can pick and choose what sorts of decisions may be still left to
the person in question.
For the person, the range of decisions include things like the person’s general care, choice of type and location
for their home, and plans for needed services. The services may include those for physical and mental health,
as well as any need for ongoing social and vocational support. Also, there will be a ruling allowing the guardian
the legal right to sign consents.
Regarding the estate, the decision-making is straight forward, answering the exact portion of income over
which the guardian is assigned power and duties.
*Some decisions require separate consideration such as agreement for procedures for sterilization, abortion, ECT, the removal of healthy body organs,
to prohibit marriage or consent to divorce, as well as any experimental biomedical or behavioral medical procedures or experiments.

How long will the person need assistance?
If this is a situation of urgency, as in to prevent injury to someone on a shortterm basis, an emergency guardianship may be set up.
For the person, the time period can be from 72 hours to a maximum of 20
days.
For the estate, the time period will be not more than 30 days.
The other choice is for permanent guardianship. This means it will continue
indefinitely, and may only removed or changed by a new court order or the
death of the guardian.

