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Episode 2 – FAPE

Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)

 The initial Supreme Court ruling (1982) established 
appropriate as the requirement to offer “a floor of 
opportunity” designed to provide “some educational 
benefit” to students with special needs.  

 In 2017, the Supreme Court raised the standard 
from di minimis (trivial) progress to “appropriately 
ambitious” in light of the child’s circumstances.  The 
new standard for appropriate allows the child to 
thrive rather than merely survive in the educational 
setting.

 Federal law guarantees “appropriate services” for 
students with disabilities, not the “best” services 
available or to maximize the student’s potential.  
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